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enables us to understand how the human mind creates language. One of the instruments is, as he says parts of speech evolved, whereby some consider the noun, others die verb, to have been the original 

later on, the meticulous analysis of languages which "sheds light on the way in which man creates part of speech, with the pronoun imagined as a relatively late development; this ignores the fact that 

languages". Such an analysis - according to Humboldt ■ reveals the forces and the functions of the originally noun and verb were not in any way distinguished grammatically, and that the verb only 

human mind which give languages their grammatical structures. (Cf. Liebrucks 1965:325) developed from the linking of the pronoun to what was still a grammatically hybrid word. 
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inexhaustible totality of human striving. I grows in proportion to the depth and lucidity of man's consciousness 

I when they become an object of study for nations whose languages were 
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grammatical structure. It is a phenomenon which is difficult to define and is somehow spiritually | 3Et% a 1 

present in the speaking individuals of a language. But it is also present in the words which are spoken I e eve °P ment of social institutions - according to Humboldt - has to be judged from a different 

by those individuals and can thus be retrieved or rather resuscitated when reading texts in a language I perspective than development in language: even though both bear witness to the striving for moral 

of which no speaker exists anymore, (Cf, Liebrucks 1965:221f) § perfection, the former are rather material, i.e. undialectic and therefore finite, the development in 

language however dialectic and therefore infinite. (Cf. Liebrucks I965:269f) 
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wAicA extends from the most trivial of everyday necessities to the most sublime. This is achieved by the | C UcllOCralCiy reversed tile natural Sequence, because I am particu- 

fact that the word is not precise, that it only gives an indication concerning the area in which the I larly concerned tO show how important and essential the Comparative 

meaning might be located. See also "Latium and Hellas Oder Betrachtungen iiber das classischt |; t A P 1 . . . . . . . " 

Aiterthum" ( 1806 ) (Humboldt IIN 69 ). (Cf. Liebrucks 1965 : 242 /) I study or language is tor an insight into the totality of mankind's intellec- 
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The most mundane of feelings and the most profound of thoughts both 
lament the inadequacy of language; they see that realm, to which only 
language leads without ever attaining it, as a far off land. All higher use 
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takes on the warmth and colour of feeling, the most serious and profound 
preoccupation of the mind is its intentionality and aim, pursued with ease 
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